
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was established under the 

Environmental Protection Act of 1996. It was established to assist all                 

Guyanese ï their businesses, organisations, institutions to maintain and 

conserve the countryôs wonderful natural resources.  These include both 

urban and rural communities and their people; the hinterlandôs creeks,             

rivers and waterfalls, the vast rainforests and the beautiful, precious flora 

and fauna. 

The EPA is based at Ganges Street, Sophia, Greater Georgetown. The 

EPAôs role is to conserve, protect and improve the countryôs              

environment. It also assesses the environmental impact of economic 

development and  insists on the sustainable use of natural resources at 

all times. 

Economic Development, whether through old or new industries, large-

scale commercial enterprises or smaller, local business places, will by 

its very nature and activities, generate waste, nuisances,                

contamination and/or other types of pollution. The EPA now                                     

considers it timely and necessary to highlight and enforce four of its   

important and comprehensive anti-pollution regulations. 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

This booklet contains the simplified version of the four  ñPollutionò Regulations which Guyanaôs Environmental      

Protection Agency (EPA) is required to enforce. 

The four Regulations are: 

§ Environmental Protection (Water Quality) Regulations 2000.  

§ Environmental Protection (Hazardous Wastes Management) Regulations 2000. 

§ Environmental Protection (Air Quality) Regulations 2000  

§ Environmental Protection (Noise Management) Regulations 2000 

Put in simple terms, the four Regulations are the anti-pollution regulations on water quality, hazardous wastes                   

management, air quality and noise management. 

Each of the four regulations has common as well as unique characteristics and requirements.  This publication seeks 

to summarise and simplify the description, meaning and implications of the four Regulations. It is not intended to 

serve as a substitute for legal or any other form of professional advice. It is designed so readers can simply 

follow and understand the main ideas, requirements, processes and penalties being addressed in the four                        

regulations. 

This effort to summarise and simplify these four anti-pollution regulations is to create awareness, understanding and 

acceptance of our roles and responsibilities as good environmental stewards. 

Guyana, when compared to the more industrialised or ñdevelopedò countries, does not emit major types and amounts 

of pollutants into the water, air and soils. Our country therefore is still a relatively clean, healthy and environmentally-

friendly place. However, as our population grows on the coastal plain, and new and existing industries continue to 

operate to exploit our rich and diverse natural resources, we are faced with many environmental management             

challenges. The EPAôs role and intention in this regard is to encourage all citizens to protect the environment. These 

environmental protection regulations enable the EPA to ensure and maintain the integrity of our environment for the 

present and future generations of Guyana. 

 

Reprinted: March 2015 
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The Environmental Protection  

 (Noise Management)  

       Regulations 2000  

The purpose of the Environmental Protection Agency regulation on noise is to control 

and manage sound (noise) emission in Guyana. The EPA has the responsibility of 

setting permissible levels for activities which produce noise such as entertainment, 

transportation, commercial and construction activities. The regulations require      

persons who are engaged in these activities to apply for Environmental                

Authorisations, so that the EPA can monitor activities as necessary. The regulations 

also protect citizens from excessive noise from vehicles, sound systems, construction 

activities and other noise producing activities.  

The regulations require that any business engaging in industry, commerce,                          

transportation, construction or 

entertainment which produces 

noise need to apply for an              

Environmental Authorisation. 

The EPA charges fees based 

on the activity in accordance 

with the regulation. 

If an Environmental Authorisation holder makes changes in their 

business operation or activity which causes an increase in noise 

levels, they are required to obtain approval for a variance from the 

EPA. This means that an application must be made to the EPA to 

carry out any work which would result in an increase in noise from 

an existing source. 

The EPA may grant an authorisation either conditionally or                

unconditionally. Conditions may include: requiring the installation 

of control or monitoring devices, implementing environmental       

auditing or recording keeping procedures, or requiring reports 

showing compliance. 

ÝConstruction activities, except public works, may be 

stopped during certain hours in a day, on the              

complaint of a neighbor. 

ÝIt is an offence to cause loud noise, etc. in any     

building, private premises or vehicle. 

ÝThere are restrictions on the operation of                     

sound-making devices in public in a public places. 

ÝApply for approval from the EPA to operate                  

sound-making devices in a public place. 

ÝIt is an offence for operators of entertainment               

businesses, e.g., nightclubs to cause noise                     

disturbances. 

ÝOperators of entertainment businesses are required 

to soundproof buildings if operating beyond                          

midnight.  

ÝAll persons have the right to complain to the EPA if 

disturbed by noise. 

Summing upé 

APPLYING FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
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NOISE CONTROL ON CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

Construction activities, except public works, that involve the operation 

of tools and equipment may be prohibited based on the complaints of 

a neighbour (even when allowable noise levels fixed under these  

Regulations are not exceeded): 

§ Between the hours of 11:00 pm and 06:00 am: Monday to      

Saturday; and 

§ Before 06:00 am and after 6:00 pm on Sundays. 

NOISE CONTROL IN PARKS 

No person is allowed to operate a loudspeaker, sound-making device 

or equipment in a park, without the written permission of the National 

Parks Commission. 

Defaulters will be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of up to 

$80,000. 

NOISE CONTROL IN OPERATION OF LOUDSPEAKERS AND SOUND-MAKING DEVICES 

Any person responsible for a building, vehicle or private premises that emits excessive or unusual noise which can be 

plainly heard 50 feet away is committing an offense. Defaulters will be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine of up to 

$700,000 and imprisonment for 1 year. 

No person is allowed to operate or permit the operation of any sound-making device or equipment in a public place for 

the purpose of hosting a public event or advertising any entertainment, trade or business between the hours of 23:00 

hours and 07:00 hours on any day or at any time, except with the prior written permission of the EPA. 

NOISE CONTROL IN NIGHT CLUBS 

Any person who operates a night club or similar premises contrary to the requirements of the regulations or at 

any time causes a noise disturbance, commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of up 

to $750,000 and imprisonment for 1 year. 

A person who is responsible for a nightclub or similar entertainment business where a sound-making device is used 

beyond midnight, shall be responsible for making sure that the building, or part of the building, being used is                      

sufficiently soundproofed. This soundproofing must prevent a noise disturbance from being heard from a distance of 

50 feet. 

The penalty for violation of these offences is a fine of up to $80,000. 

DISTURBANCE COMPLAINTS 

Any person who is disturbed by noise from any source has the right to make a written or verbal report to the EPA. 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

In proceedings for an offence relating to noise disturbance, the accused must prove that the best practicable means 

had been used for preventing the effects of noise. 

Businesses can employ 

sound technology, 
implement good                     

management practices, 

and effective                       
environmental tools to help 

Protect DǳȅŀƴŀΩǎ                         
environment. 
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The Environmental Protection (Water Quality) 

Regulations are meant to protect Guyanaôs waters 

by controlling discharges of any effluent (waste 

matter) into any of the coastal and inland waters or 

land of Guyana. It requires the EPA to classify 

inland and coastal waters according to present and 

projected future use and determine the water               

quality standards according to the different uses. 

The Regulations encourage using methods in the final disposal of effluent which will minimise potential contamination of 

existing or potential sources of water supplies. They reduce threats to public health. They also reduce or eliminate the 

possibility of actual or potential contamination to the waters of beaches, shellfish breeding grounds or waters used for 

recreational purposes. 

The Water Quality Regulations is important in helping to protect all waters ï reservoirs, ponds, lake, streams, creeks, 

canals, drains, springs, rivers, oceans and any other water from           

contamination and pollution. Unpolluted water is essential to the 

health of all Guyanese and vital to the preservation of the          

environment. 

Every person who discharges or permits the discharge of waste 

must register with the EPA. 

Any person who is involved in the construction, installation,                      

operation, modification or extension of any facility which           

discharges any effluent is required to apply for an Environment                              

Authorisation. 

No one is allowed to discharge any effluent in any inland or coastal 

or on any land except the holder of an Environmental                               

Authorisation.  

For non-compliance, the penalty is a fine of up to 500,000 and 

imprisonment for 6 months. 

Registration 

Ý Register with the Agency if you are involved in 

discharging waste matter. 

Ý Proposed facilities must apply for an                          

Environmental Authorisation at least 90 days 

before the discharge is due to begin. 

Ý Only the holder of an EA is allowed to discharge 

effluent. 

Ý There are restriction on certain waste: 

ß waste in toxic amounts  

ß radiological or chemical waste 

ß waste type that prevents anchorage and                     

navigation  

ß sewage discharge from water vessels 

Ý Only the holder of an EA can discharge  sludge 

generated from any facility 

 The Environmental Protection  

(Water Quality) Regulations, 2000  

OBTAINING AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
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RESTRICTIONS ON THE DISCHARGE OF WASTE 

Discharges of the following wastes regardless of volume is prohibited: 

§ any waste in toxic amounts  

§ radiological or chemical wastes from research and medical facilities 

§ any discharge that prevents navigation and anchoring 

§ sewage discharge from vessels while moored, berthed or underway in 

the inland or coastal waters of Guyana except through a discharge              

device approved by the EPA 

§ any other discharge which the EPA identifies as having a negative             

impact on human health and the environment. 

If changes to the normal operating conditions occur and result in additional 

discharge the owner or operator must: 

§ notify the EPA specifying the particulars of the change in conditions 

§ provide the EPA in writing of the particulars 

The EPA can authorise the continuance of the operation by issuing terms 

and conditions. 

LIMITS OF WASTE DISCHARGE  

§ The EPA sets the parameter limits of waste which may be discharged 

into any coastal or inland waters. These are the limits the water body 

can maintain without reaching unacceptable pollution levels. 

§ No new facility is allowed to discharge any substance in                             

concentrations greater than those established by the EPA. 

§ Every existing facility is required to comply with the limits for various 

waste types established by the EPA on a case-by-case basis. 

Penalty: A fine up to $500,000 and imprisonment for 6 months. 

POINT OF DISCHARGE 

The EPA determines the point or source of the discharge of effluent from 

any facility. 

PROHIBITION AGAINST NEW AND ALTERED SOURCES OF 

EFFLUENT DISCHARGES  

After obtaining a variance to the Environmental Authorisation, the operator 

is not allowed to carry out work that will result in a new source of effluent 

discharges. 

Penalty: A fine of up to $300,000 and imprisonment for 3 months. 

 

In industrial & production 

processes, it is equally                      

important to manage the                 

quality of discharge as it 

is to manage the quality of 

the product.  

LIST OF SUBSTANCES THE LIMITS OF 

WHICH ARE TO BE SPECIFIED 

Ammonical Nitrogen 

Sulphate 

Chloride 

Cobalt 

Colour 

Detergents, Anionic 

Fluoride (as F) 

Molybdenum 

Phosphate (as P) 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

Selenium 

Silver 

Beryllium 

Vanadium 

Radioactive Material 

Nitrate Nitrogen 

Pesticides, fungicides, herbicides, insecticides,   

rodenticides, fumigants or any other chlorinated 

hydrocarbon 

A substance that either by itself or in combination 

with other waste or refuse may give rise to any 

gas, fume or odour or substance which causes or 

is likely to cause pollution. 

CHANGE IN OPERATING CONDITIONS  
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APPROVAL OF PLANS 

The EPA may require a person who has obtained a variance to undertake any construction activities to: 

(a) repair, alter, replace or install control equipment; 

(b) conduct monitoring programmes as specified by the EPA; or 

(c) conduct other activities as the EPA requires to protect the land and 

waters of Guyana. 

There are fees for registration, Environmental Authorisation and a                 

variance application (to carry out new works, construct any building etc.). 

Charges are based on the amount and concentration of the waste 

stream discharged.   

The EPA may require a holder of an Environmental Authorisation to set 

up sampling points, inspection chambers, flow meters and recording and 

other apparatuses. 

A holder of an Environmental Authorisation must submit a list and map 

of the sampling points at the facility to the EPA. 

The holder of an Environmental Authorisation must use the actual       

analytical test result form a laboratory which is certified by the Guyana 

National Bureau of Standards (GNBS). 

The EPA is required to establish and maintain a Register of Water              

Effluent which determines quantities, conditions and concentrations for each                 

effluent. The Register will be periodically updated and published nationally in the 

Gazette and newspapers. 

S P I L L  O R  A C C I D E N T A L                 

DISCHARGES 

In the event of a spill or accidental                   

discharge of any effluent listed in the                

Register of Water Effluent in any inland or 

coastal waters or land, the responsible   

person must immediately inform the EPA. 

The responsible person/s is required to 

contain, cleanse or abate the spill or       

accidental discharge in a manner                       

acceptable to the EPA. 

Remember! 

ÝNo new source of effluent discharge is allowed after 

obtaining a variance from the EPA. 

ÝThe Agency can grant an application with the condition 

that holders of variance must undertake construction 

activities. 

ÝEA holders may have to establish water sampling points 

and provide a map of these points/locations 

ÝWater test results are only acceptable from laboratories 

certified by the GNBS.  

ÝThe EPA will periodically publish an up-to-date Register 

of Water Effluent specifying allowable concentrations 

and quantities of waste  

ÝResponsible person/s must stop, contain and cleanse 

the spill or accidental discharges 

ÝThe EPA may recover all costs and expenses from the 

person responsible for the occurrence of the spill or 

accidental discharge. 

Summing upé 

FEES 
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The EPA is required to estimate any damage caused by the 

spill or accidental discharge and may recover all costs and 

expenses from the responsible person/s.  

§ Discharges from non-commercial motor vehicles. 
§ Discharges from households except where such             

households contain industrial or commercial facilities. 
§ Any housing or commercial development which has less 

than 30 units. 
§ Processing, manufacturing, washing or servicing of        

products  
- that produce less than 60 cubic metres of effluent per 
day or; 

- when the effluent does not contain contaminants               
identified by the EPA 

- where other stipulations in the regulations apply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every person who discharges or causes 

or permits the discharging of effluent must 

register with the EPA.  

LIST OF DISCHARGES TO WHICH THESE REGULATIONS 

DO NOT APPLY 
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The Environmental Protection  

 (Hazardous Wastes Management) 

Regulations, 2000  
The purpose of the HWM 2000 Regulations is to protect                        

Guyanaôs environment by controlling discharges of hazardous 

waste. It is important that hazardous waste does not get into or 

on any land, be emitted into the air or discharged into any                

waters, including ground water. The EPA is responsible for    

establishing guidelines for the proper disposal, treatment,          

storage or any other activity related to the handling of                           

hazardous waste. The regulations also require the EPA to develop guidelines for the closure of hazardous waste 

facilities or sites to ensure decontamination of equipment and soil, prevention of post-escape hazardous waste and 

maintenance of the site. 

ñHazardous Wasteò means a waste, or combination of waste, which, because of its quality, concentration or physical, 

chemical or infectious characteristics, may pose a health hazard. 

 

§ Clinical Waste from medical care in hospitals, medical centers and clinics.  

§ Wastes from the production and preparation of pharmaceutical products. 

§ Wastes from the production, formulation and use of biocides and phytopharmaceuticals. 

§ Wastes from pharmaceuticals, drugs and medicines 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION  

After the year 2000, any operator of a facility that generated, stored, transport, disposed or treated hazardous waste 

must write and submit a ñnotice of activityò to the EPA. The EPA will publish the notice at least twice in a daily 

newspaper. Members of the public can make objections at least 60 days after the date of the last publication. A copy 

of the objection will be sent to the applicant who will then submit an application for an EA. The EPA will consider 

these objections when deciding to grant the Environmental Authorisation. 

Anyone who generates, stores, transports, or treats hazardous waste, prior to the year 200 must submit an                      

application for an Environmental Authorisation. The EPA can request, at any time, for an operator to submit a                  

notification of activity and an application for an EA. 

Anyone producing the following does NOT need to apply for an environmental authorisation from the EPA: 

§ Facilities that generate or store acute hazardous wastes in quantities less than one kilograms (200lbs) per month 
§ Facilities that generates that generate or store acute hazardous wastes in quantities less than one kilogram  

(2.2lbs) per month.   

LIST OF HAZARDOUS WASTE STREAMS TO BE CONTROLLED     
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§ Facilities that accumulate up to one thousand 
kilograms (2200lbs) of hazardous waste on site 
any one time.. 

Defaulters will be liable on summary conviction to a 

fine of up to $500,000 and imprisonment for 6 

months. 

GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL TO GRANT AN                

AUTHORISATION  

The EPA can refuse to grant an EA considering the 
objections received from the public where: 

- there are inadequate transportation arrangements; 
- the methods being used can cause a serious risk 
of injury or damage to health or the environment; or 

- staff or contractors are not technically trained in the 

handling of the hazardous wastes. 

SURRENDER OF AUTHOURISATION 

A holder of an EA may surrender may surrender his/her authorisation to the EPA at any time. In cases involving         

authorisation to store and treat hazardous wastes, the Minister needs to accept such surrender.   

CHANGE IN OPERATING CONDITIONS  

If a failure occurs during normal operations at any waste facility     
resulting in the generation of hazardous waste, in quantities that are 
in excess of the specific limit, the owner of the facility has to: 

- Notify the Agency and provide particular ; and   

- Furnish such particulars in writing as soon as practicable.  

 

REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING  

All EA holders must keep records of their operation. 

All EA holders have no later than 45 days after the end 

of the operating year to prepare a report on the activities 

for the pervious calendar year. 

How to surrender an Environmental                      

Authorisation  

1. Applicant must submit application and fee to surrender EA. 

2. EPA will inspect the land and facility to ensure there are no 

threat to the environment . 

3. EPA will either accept or reject the application. 

4. If the EPA proposes to accept the application, for those  

applicants that stores or treats hazardous waste, their            

application will be sent to the Ministry responsible for 

Health, to be reviewed and to make the final decision. 

5. If rejected, the applicant can approach the Environmental 

Appeals Tribunal. 

To modify your facility: 

Ý Apply to EPA for variance. 
Ý EPA will publish proposed modifications at 

least twice in daily newspapers. 

Ý Public has at least 30 days to object. 

Ý EPA publishes decision once. 

Report on Yearly Activities includes: 

1. Required information on the facility; 

2. Data regarding off-site transport of waste; 

3. Types and quantities of hazardous waste handled; 

4. Summaries of accidents and actions taken; 

5. Waste reduction efforts; 

6. Other information the EPA may request ; and 

7. Submission no later than 45days after the end of the 

operating year. 

APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE  

EA holders who wish to change conditions of their             

operation, facility or industry must apply to the EPA in 

writing. This is known as application for variance. 
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Defaulters will be liable on summary conviction to a find of not more than $50,000. 

                                                                                                            

Every EA holder must submit an emergency preparedness plan 

to the EPA for approval, outlining the means that will be put into 

practice to minimise hazards from fires, explosions or accidental 

release of hazardous waste. 

ALL HOLDERS OF AN EA MUST SUBMIT A PLAN SHOWING: 

¶ The location of all materials stored 

¶ A notification and clean-up plan for each proposed site of            
operation in the event of a spill 

¶ A waste analysis plan which should show: 

a) Describe the procedures to be adopted in the treatment of                 
hazardous waste 

b) Contain information on the methods of treatment to be used  

c) Provide instructions on the proper disposal and handling of such waste  

d) Always be kept at the facility and available to any                        

inspection by the EPA 

The emergency preparedness plan must be communicated to 
staff and contractors of the facility and should include: 

a) Accident prevention procedures;  

b) First person responses; 

c) Notification procedures; 

d) Location of clean up equipment; 

e) An analysis of potential accidents and responses; and  

f) Materials safety data sheets for all materials which could 

be spilled. 

TRANSPORTING HAZARDOUS WASTE  

EA holders, who transport hazardous waste shall, before engaging in any such activity, submit a hazardous waste   

manifest to the EPA. The manifest is a form used for identifying the quantity, composition, origin, routing and                         

destination of  hazardous waste during its transportation from the point of  storage, treatment or disposal. 

Businesses can save 

money and gain                  

customer support by                     

complying with              

Environmental       

Regulations.  

Information required by EA holders 

1. The amount of hazardous waste generated, 
stored, treated, transported or disposed of. 

2. The dates pertinent to the activities referred to 
in (1). 

3. Signed copies of manifests 
4. Records of test results, waste analyses, permit 

and standard conditions required by any                 
authorisation. 

5. The information recorded should be kept over 
a period of at least 3 years, or as specified by 
the EPA.   

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN AND TRANSPORTATION 
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OFFENCES AND PENALTIES  

It is an offence for an operator/owner of facility to treat, store or 

dispose of hazardous waste before obtaining an                              

Environmental Authorisation. 

Penalty: Up to $300,000 and imprisonment for three 

months. The holder will also be disqualified from                         

obtaining an Authorisation for such period as the court 

determines. 

Any person who knowingly causes contamination of any place, 

except at a declared environmental hazardous site commits an 

offence. 

Penalty: Up to $2,000,000 and imprisonment for five years. 

If a person who is disqualified from holding an Environmental 

Authorisation obtains or attempts to obtain such Authorisation, 

he/she shall be guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: Up to 750,000 and imprisonment for one year 

It is an offence if any person disposes of hazardous waste in a 

landfill other than a hazardous waste landfill disposal site. 

Penalty: Up to $300,000 and imprisonment for three 

months. 

Any person who knowingly uses a chemical                         

substance, considered to be hazardous and does not follow 

these regulations shall be guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: Up to $750,000 and imprisonment for one year. 

It is an offence for any person to transport hazardous waste 

without having a manifest in his/her possession. 

Penalty: Up to $150,000 

It is an offence for any person to be in unlawful                   

possession or control of any hazardous waste. 

Penalty: Up to $150,000 

Any person who transports hazardous wastes without first 

obtaining an identification number from the EPA or complying 

with the transportation requirements prescribed in the                     

Environmental Authorisation shall be guilty of an offence. 

Penalty: Up to $500,000 and imprisonment for six months. 

 It is an offence for any person to accumulate hazardous 

wastes in quantities that exceed the amount stipulated by the 

EPA in the  Environmental Authorisation. 

Penalty: Up to $500,000 and imprisonment for six months. 

12  


