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The second quarter of 2015 was a very challenging and eventful period for the Agency. 

Like a teenager about to transition into adulthood, the EPA embraced the challenges of its 

teenage years as it turned 19 years on June 05 but stand resolute to grasp the opportunities 

of adulthood.  On the brink of this transition, there were several factors which stymied the 

work of the Agency, however, the ardent and dedicated staff worked assiduously to over-

come these constraints and propel the Agency forward. Notable achievements for this  

quarter were the development of the Agencyõs Facebook page to keep abreast with the 

exponential growth in social media audiences, the finalization of a National Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) for 2012-2020 and the Compliance and Enforcement 

Regulations. 

The Agency will like to congratulate the New Administration (APNU-AFC coalition) and 

commend their efforts in providing impetus for national involvement for Environmental 

Management. The EPA also applauds those individuals, groups and organisations that are  

engaged in the country-wide cleanup campaign. This attests to the transforming power of 

collective effort. With the release of the 2015 budget in the next quarter, the Agency     

intends to make significant strides in the latter half of the year to ensure that the goals set 

for 2015 are accomplished. The Agency implores all Guyanese to play a more meaningful 

role as we unite our efforts to find plausible solutions to many of the pervasive            

environmental issues plaguing our society. 

Editorial Note 

Guyana is richly endowed with natural 

resources which are dominated by  rain-

forests, covering over seventy-five per-

cent (75%) of the countryõs 215,000 km2. 

Guyanaõs rainforests constitute significant 

resources that not only benefit itself but 

also the rest of the world. These rainfor-

ests form part of the Amazon Basin, an 

area of exceptional biological wealth and 

diversity that includes unique wildlife 

species such as the Jaguar, Harpy Eagle, 

Capybara and Anaconda to name just a 

few. 

The importance of biodiversity and ser-

vices of healthy ecosystems like Guyanaõs 

is globally recognised. Countries around 

the world show their recognition and 

commitment to taking steps to protect 

and conserve the worldõs biodiversity  by 

signing on to the United Nations Con-

vention on Biological Diversity 

(UNCBD). In fact, Guyana, became a 

signatory to this important Convention as 

early as 1994. 

Parties to the UNCBD commit to taking 

actions to support international biodiversity 

conservation efforts by developing and imple-

menting various national measures.  One such 

measure is the development of National Bio-

diversity Strategy and Action Plans. The EPA 

as National Focal Point for the UNCBD  has 

led the process 

in the develop-

m e n t  a n d        

implementation 

of National 

B i o d i v e r s i t y 

Strategies and 

Action Plans 

(NBSAPs) in 

Guyana.  In 

May this year,  

t h e  t h i r d 

NBSAP was 

developed in to 

further advance 

the conservation and sustainable use of our 

natural wealth. This NBSAP will guide na-

tional efforts in biodiversity conservation for 

the period 2012-2020. The document which 

was developed through extensive stake-

holdersõ consultations and feedback has been 

officially approved.   

The NBSAP (2012-2020) sets out the vision, 

roles, duties and obligations of the state and 

its citizens to protect, conserve, use sustaina-

bly and share equitably the benefits arising 

from biodiversity. It provides the guidance 

and support actions for biodiversity and sets 

out the national priorities and the strategic 

objectives to be achieved. It also allows for 

partners at all levels to better identify how 

they can contribute and support Guyana in 

meeting its national biodiversity vision whilst 

at the same time, meeting its obligations to 

the UNCBD.  

The NBSAP (2012-2020) has nine strategic 

objectives that seek to, among other issues, 

effect mainstreaming of biodiversity in prior-

ity sectors such as agriculture, mining and 

ecotourism, and in situ and ex situ conservation 

of biodiversity.  Several priority areas for ac-

tion during the period 2012-2020 are identi-

fied in the Plan.              (contõd on page 2) 

National Strategy and Action Plan for Biodiversity Developed for Guyana 
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In the second quarter of the year, the EPA continued to place needed 

emphasis on the issue of Solid Waste Management.  As such, the EPA 

responded positively to the invitation extended by the GUY-Enterprise 

to aid in the facilitation of two Solid Waste Management Awareness 

Workshops.  The Workshops were held at the Georgetown Club on May 

06 and 08, 2015, targeting a total of 40 students from selected schools in 

Region 4, as part of a pilot project in partnership with the Clean and 

Green for a better Guyana campaign. Officers of the Agency conducted 

both theoretical and practical sessions with the students and teachers, 

highlighting the use of waste newspapers to make creative items. The 

participants 

showed much 

appreciation and participated well in the activity. 

A session was also conducted with students of the Beterverwagting Secondary on 

the need and importance of proper Waste Management practices.  This session 

was not just informative but interactive, since student participation was fostered 

through the various presentations, games, and question and answer segments. 

Students and teachers were quite pleased and indicated the timeliness of the ses-

sion and extended an open invitation to the Agency at anytime.   

 

EPA focuses on Solid Waste Management 

Participants at the workshop learning origami technique 

Students of the Beterverwagting Secondary School                     

intrigued by the presentation 

National Strategy... continued from page 1 

Some of these areas include:  

§ Expansion of Protected Areas to meet the goal of seventeen percent (17%) of terrestrial area in-situ conservation in legal protection 

by 2020. The Plan further highlights that measures should be taken to ensure that these Protected Areas are effectively managed 

and capacity built for their planning, establishment and management. The recently established National Protected Areas Trust 

Fund is expected to contribute significantly to the financial sustainability of these Protected Areas.   

 

§ Rehabilitation and restoration of Mangrove belts and degraded mined-out areas. 

 

§ Development of the Eurpoean Union Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) timber legality assurance system 

for Guyana to ensure that all timber for export to the EU will be verified legal and granted a FLEGT license. 

 

§ Restructuring and reorienting the National Zoological Parkõs representativeness of ecosystems in Guyana with a view to increasing 

and expanding awareness of biodiversity particularly among children, increasing learning outdoors, and increasing schoolsõ abilities 

to teach outdoors. 

 

§ Review of existing legislation and outcomes of Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and their roles in protecting biodiver-

sity. 

In its role as National Focal Point for the UNCBD, the EPA would embark on a process of promoting the NBSAP (2012-2020) among 

the various sectors and to coordinate as necessary measures towards its implementation.  
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As a follow-up exercise to the Guyenterprise led Solid Waste Management Workshop, EPA part-

nered with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) to host ôTrash to Fashionõ work-

shops with secondary schools in Region Four.  

During June 08 ð 30, 2015, more than 200 students were introduced to simple techniques, for 

example, Paper Mache, and other techniques which can be used to make fashionable items from 

waste materials such as newspapers, plastic bags and snack wrappers. Ms. Naoko Kanda, a JICA 

representative currently volunteering with the Agency as an Environmental Education Advisor, 

played a pivotal role in the workshops.  She created several samples for demonstration during the 

workshops and trained staff in-house to guide the students. Students got a practical experience to 

take their ideas of òreusingó to another dimension. The students were all intrigued by the fashion 

forward designs and willingly modeled the samples. 

The underlying objective is to host a fashion show in the near future which will feature items cre-

ated by the students and provide scope for creativity in waste management within the schools. 

 

 

 

EPA partners with Japan International Cooperation Agency 

in ôTrash to Fashionõ Workshops 
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The Environmental Management Compliance and Enforcement Division (EMCD) received a total of thirty-nine (39) new complaints and 

ten (10) recurring complaints. The Division conducted six (6) compliance inspections; five (5) follow-up complaint inspections; issued one 

(1) Prohibition Notice; and closed two (2) complaint cases. The most prevalent complaints for this period related to livestock rearing and 

generators or power plants. Notably, there was a significant reduction in complaints related to dumping of garbage. 

Eighty-seven (87) Applications for Environmental    

Authorization were received for the period April to June, 

2015. Twenty-two (22) of these Applications were for 

Industry, Infrastructure and Energy (IIE) Unit, twenty-

two (22) Applications for the Mining and Forestry 

(M&F) Unit and eight (8) for Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Tourism (AF&T). Thirty-five (35) Applications for Short

-Term Noise Permits were also received for this period. 

Additionally, five (5) Applications for Registration of 

Consultants were processed and finalised by the Divi-

sion.   

The Division conducted fourteen (14) Environmental 

Authorization Inspections for the period; Nine (9) were 

for New projects, four (4) for existing operations and 

there was one (1) Renewal audit. 

The Agency granted fifty (50) Environmental Authorizations during this period and continues to process the other Applications received 

during this period to determine whether these projects will be required to conduct Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) or prepare 

an Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

Environmental Authorizations 
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Environmental Authorization Granted by 
Types 


