EPA Launches Guyana State of the Environment Report

coincided with the 21
anniversary of the
Environmental Protection
Agency.

Guyana is a very unig
country with enormo
natural wealth. Howevq
its continued sustainabi
cannot be guarantef,
unless its current use
assessed and manat

Celebrating 21 years 1996-2017
In attendance at the
simple but significant
ceremony held at Umana
Yana were about 150

) stakeholders including the
consistent wito U r ¢ 8 Enyironment receiving a copy of the report from Ms™ Hon. Minister of State,
' green deve]opment trajectory Mikiko Tanaka, UN Resident Coordinator Joseph Harmon: UNDP

Keeping track of the state of the environmenResident Representative, Ms. Mikiko Tanaka; Unit
allows us to stay on course towards th&ations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Sustainable Development Goals even as thepresentative, Ms Adriana ZacacHzaiad; Director
Green State Development Strategy providd3epartment of Environment, Ms. Ndibi Schwiers;
impetus for holistic vision and strategic growthHeads of Agencies and members of the public
Now that the oil and gas sector is firmly on th&he event was well complemented by culture
radar, the need for rigid management systems items ana cocktail reception.

maintain the integrity of the environment isl'he Report presented data on Air Quality,
crystal clear. Freshwater Resources, the Forestry Sector, tl
DevelopmentProgramme (UNDP) and inputs \pjanagement and Environmental Education anc

from diverse stakeholders, the State of thawareness. Further, it stated that the greenhou:
Environment Report 2016, was launched on June

05, 2017, World Environment Day which also

For many, twentgne (21) is considered to be the official age of adulthood. Tl

quarter, the EPA celebrated its &iniversary and at this phase in its history, it
very evident that the Agency is progressing towards maturity and becoming a body that offers
services when it comes to environmental management. Due to its recent restructuring, the Ager
has a more focused outlook to authorising projects and monitoring the impacts of development
environment in Guyana. Additionally, there is now a decided focus on ensuring the work of the Ag
promoted across all media platforms, be it television, radio, or social media. Moreover, the Age
continue to engage the business community and lobby them to play their part in ensurin
development doesn't negatively impact the quality of our environment. Evidence of this is the
Business Forum, held in observance of World Environment Day (WED), which is expected to
annual feature on the Agency®6s programme.
continue its upward mobility by boosting its staff complement and decentralising by establishig
outside of Georgetown. Indeed, our future is looking bright!

of the environment

(Continued on page2)
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As the Environmental Protection Agency continues to enforce against littering, an East Coast mechanic felt the beurenofasnifier was
made to pay a hefty fine in June, 2017. After numerous warnings, the defendant rercaim@dlardrwith the clearp order tlat was issued.
Consequently, the defendant was charged for littering in a public place contrary to rule 3(6)(b) and failure to colegiypvdhdar in
accordance to rule 24(1), (2) of the Environmental Protection (Litter Enforcement) Regulation, 2012 The

respective fines for the said charges were $100,000.00 and $30,000.00.

As the matters were perused in the East
fined for both charges, which he paid into &
made efforts to clean up the said area by removing all derelict vehicles and scrap metals which__
stored at his business premises.

The Waste Management Programme Area, through the assistance of the Legal Unit of the EPA,
actively pursue these types of offences and are making persons responsible for their actions -
continues to take such steps as are necessary for the effective management of the natural enviror
ensure conservation, protection, and sustainable use of its natural resources.

Remember the Environment [ s Every

# Business is generally perceived as incompatible with environment protection. No
this view has changed for participants of the inaugural Green Business Forum F
by the EPA at the Marriott Hotel Georgetown on June 09. Thergaatized event
created a space for walbwn local businesses to showcase how they are creating
| strengthening the link with environment protection.

B At the Forum participants were enlightened on how businesses are employinc
friendly practices and technology to increase the bottom line while avoiding
reducing impact on the natural environment. The audience heard about practice
technology being used right here in Guyana to reduce and recycle waste, conserve
reclaim land, conserve forests and biodiversity. Additionally, information on access to Green Loans was also shaned at the F
Conceptualized to fit with the Worl d Environment D a ylatfa2n® far 7
knowledge exchange and collaborations on best practices, policies, incentives, institutional arrangements, andtisémcogpmetthe
development of green businesses in Guyana.
Financially supported by the UNDP, the Forum was recognized by both Ms Schwiers, Director of Environment and Mr Patigeam,
Director (A.g.) of the EPA as relevant to our national green state agenda. This connection was further higblifytitechdy acharidsarah
the Regional Coordinator, Resource EfficieldyN Envi r on me n't Latin America and Carrednb €
Development Strategyafmework.

—

A section of the audiéncé at the GBF

Among the companies making presentations at the Forum were the Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association, Cerbbsan Cc
Iwokrama, Farfan and Mendes, Starr Computers, Essential Services Inc., (Clear Waters), Variety Woods, Guyana TeojdRelss,med.
The audience comprised private sector and government representatives, as well as youth groups from academic, cafivaadcy,
environmental causes. From the favourable reviews received, it is envisaged that the GBF will continue as an annual event.

(Continued from pagel) to improve the current status of waste management in the country.
gases of interest include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxig%andt he positive side the Rep

volatile organic compounds. Opportunities for the implementati%r(1x9>jys,[emS are largely intact and functional, with very low rates
renewable gnergy AEEEE, m;reased 'share's in the _t?Chrﬁ@gglﬁﬁion, degradation and conversion. However, the threats
associated with renewable energies, and improving the eff'c'encw?efrﬂé‘?vesting, habitat loss, pollution, climate change and inva
energy SRR €Y statgd [172 R0l ~ species to our forest and biodiversity are real and cannot

ACCUIC NN CMICIREROTE: hummuiuceq pressures from thf"' agr'cu_ltﬂﬁ%lerestimated. Another positive note was that Guyana as a Party
s_ector_, LR ma”ageme”t sect_or, _mlnmg se_ctor are_maln con.tanﬁ%%gp of Multilateral Environmental Agreements has implement
biological and chemical contamination and high turbidity. In this rﬁﬁﬁf)?fal policies and strategies to conserve and protect its |
a number G SMEiEfes B iereniineneee e Lemg), e EStablﬁ%ﬁWBFsity and forest cover. It was also mentioned that while stri
OT a Natlonfe\.I 'Wat.er Agency. Further, the Iack' of.adequate \A‘f@ﬁt%ade in environmental communication, education and awarer
disposalifacilities; inadequale: eniorcement capacity; lillegal du"ﬁf@tsoﬁn this regard should be heightened and extended in scale

waste; and lack of proper coordination among authorities resp%%igég The event was well complemented by cultural items an
for waste management were identified in the Report. As SU%u&‘Qn reception

integrated approach and technical capacity building were recommended



VOLUME 13, ISSUE 2 PAGES

ARTH ACT

Earth Day celebrations this year, were centered on the Engitenmental and Climatefs
Literacy. The theme emphasized the need to build a society aware of issues af
environment, bold to proclaim the realities of climate change, and willing to do s
about it. As such, education remains an indispensable tool in the fight against Clima

S

The EPA took a unique approach to building environmental and climate literacavith
Day Jeopardy Competitionfor secondary schools in Regions 3, 4, and 10. Studen
well prepared and were equally entertained as they played the game, modelled
version of Jeopardy hosted by the famous Alex Trebek. Each round featured que
general environmental and climate change themes. Stewartville Secondary,
Secondary and Linden Foundation Secondary from Regions 3, 4 and 10 respectiveiy, cuppcu
places in the final round, with Brickdam Secondary emerging as the overall winner. The

winners of the competition, which was held throughout April, will unwind and marvel i
as they enjoy their prize of a nature and heritage tour of the Essequibo and Mazarut
July.

Winners of the Earth Day Jeopardy Competition |

On another note, as the rest of the nation celebrated Earth Day, EPA staff turned o
numbers joining the Department of Environment, Ministry of Presidency for al grags
Planting exerciseon April 21, 2017, at Independence Park, where approximately §
were planted. This event included a key message from H.E President David Gran|
on April 22, some EPA staff joined the March for Science, a walk in support of the i
role of science in policy and society whials coordinated by the Iwokrama Centre

Rainforest Conservation as part of a wider global event.

EARTH DAY
22.04.17 EE

§ A section of the marchers at the March for Sciencsl

Can we conserve biodiversity while strengthening our tourism industry? This question was answered as the EPA lustiensdfan cels
IDBD with a stimulatin@iodiversity Youth Forumat t he Ameri ndian Vill age, S o p h iYeuthEfar h
Biodiversity and Touri sm: S htieevevent deaturdd @ cohcerpatmtutioa competitionh Pedaungets antd h
contestants comprised some forty (40) confident and talented students from sixteen (16) Environmental Clubs withsnteslsomdary
Regions 3, 4, and 5.

Ms. Sharifah Razack, Director, ECEAP, of EPA, delivered a Biodiversity Day

Message to the audience of over one hundred and thirty (130) persons in which she

highlighted the invaluable role of biodiversity in the tourism sector in line with the

theme O6Biodiversity for Sustainable Touri smd. She urged st
more but do more to protect and conserve our rich biodiversity.

As the show began, performers illustrated the theme through song, well
choreographed dances, poetry, drumming, and drama. The stage was brought to life
with a kaleidoscope of colourful and creative costumes and props that enhanced the
performances and transported the audience to the world of biodiversity and

ecosystems as they were educated and entertained.

) . , An interpretive dance by Friendship Secondary
At the end of the forum, performers were rewarded for theinakdwith trophies,

(Continued on gage



