
 

 

 

 

 

 

EPA launches Guyana 

State of  the Environment       

Report  
1 

Clamping down  on Scrap  

Metal and Derelict Vehicles  
2 

Green Business Forum 2 
Environmental  

Observances 3 

New Biodiversity Projects 

at EPA 5 

EPA establishes Technical 

Secretariat  
5 

Partnering for  Sustainable  

Development 6 

Kidsô Corner 7 
Equipping Staff for  

Excellence 
8 

   VOLUME 13, ISSUE 2   APR-JUN, 2017 

For many, twenty-one (21) is considered to be the official age of adulthood. This 

quarter, the EPA celebrated its 21st anniversary and at this phase in its history, it is 

very evident that the Agency is progressing towards maturity and becoming a body that offers quality 

services when it comes to environmental management. Due to its recent restructuring, the Agency now 

has a more focused outlook to authorising projects and monitoring the impacts of development on the 

environment in Guyana. Additionally, there is now a decided focus on ensuring the work of the Agency is 

promoted across all media platforms, be it television, radio, or social media. Moreover, the Agency will 

continue to engage the business community and lobby them to play their part in ensuring that 

development doesn't negatively impact the quality of our environment. Evidence of this is the Green 

Business Forum, held in observance of World Environment Day (WED), which is expected to be an 

annual feature on the Agencyõs programme. In the not too distant future, the Agency will seek to 

continue its upward mobility by boosting its staff complement and decentralising by establishing offices 

outside of Georgetown. Indeed, our future is looking bright! 

Guyana is a very unique 

country with enormous 

natural wealth. However, 

its continued sustainability 

cannot be guaranteed 

unless its current use is 

assessed and managed. 

Further, assessing the state 

of the environment is 

consistent with our countryõs 

green development trajectory.   

Keeping track of the state of the environment 

allows us to stay on course towards the 

Sustainable Development Goals even as the 

Green State Development Strategy provides 

impetus for holistic vision and strategic growth. 

Now that the oil and gas sector is firmly on the 

radar, the need for rigid management systems to 

maintain the integrity of the environment is 

crystal clear.   

Developed with funding from the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and inputs 

from diverse stakeholders, the State of the 

Environment Report 2016, was launched on June 

05, 2017, World Environment Day which also 

coincided with the 21st 

anniversary of the 

Environmental Protection 

Agency.  

In attendance at the 

simple but significant 

ceremony held at Umana 

Yana were about 150 

stakeholders including the 

Hon. Minister of State, 

Joseph Harmon; UNDP 

Resident Representative, Ms. Mikiko Tanaka; United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

representative, Ms Adriana Zacacharias-Farah;  Director, 

Department of Environment, Ms. Ndibi Schwiers; 

Heads of Agencies and members of the public. 

The event was well complemented by cultural 

items and a cocktail reception. 

The Report presented data on Air Quality, 

Freshwater Resources, the Forestry Sector, the 

Mining Sector, Biological Diversity, Waste 

Management and  Environmental Education and 

Awareness. Further, it stated that the greenhouse 

(Continued on page 2) 

Ms Ndibi Schwiers, Director, Department of        

Environment receiving a copy of the report from Ms 

Mikiko Tanaka, UN Resident Coordinator 
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EPA Clamps Down on the Dumping of Scrap Metals and Derelict Vehicles 
As the Environmental Protection Agency continues to enforce against littering, an East Coast mechanic felt the brunt of enforcement as he was 

made to pay a hefty fine in June, 2017. After numerous warnings, the defendant remained non-compliant with the clean-up order that was issued. 

Consequently, the defendant was charged for littering in a public place contrary to rule 3(6)(b) and failure to comply with a clean-up order in 

accordance to rule 24(1), (2) of the Environmental Protection (Litter Enforcement) Regulation, 2013. The 

respective fines for the said charges were $100,000.00 and $30,000.00.   

As the matters were perused in the East Judicial District Magistrateõs Court, the Defendant was subsequently 

fined for both charges, which he paid into the said Magistrateõs Court and indicated to the Court that he has 

made efforts to clean up the said area by removing all derelict vehicles and scrap metals which are presently 

stored at his business premises. 

The Waste Management Programme Area, through the assistance of the Legal Unit of the EPA, continues to 
actively pursue these types of offences and are making persons responsible for their actions.  The EPA 
continues to take such steps as are necessary for the effective management of the natural environment so as to 
ensure conservation, protection, and sustainable use of its natural resources. 

Remember the Environment is Everybodyõs Business. 

gases of interest include carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxide and 

volatile organic compounds. Opportunities for the implementation of 

renewable energy projects, increased shares in the technologies 

associated with renewable energies, and improving the efficiency of the 

energy sector were also stated in the Report.  

According to the Report, human-induced pressures from the agriculture 

sector, waste management sector, mining sector are main contributors to 

biological and chemical contamination and high turbidity. In this regard, 

a number of strategies were recommended including, the establishment 

of a National Water Agency.  Further, the lack of adequate waste 

disposal facilities; inadequate enforcement capacity; illegal dumping of 

waste; and lack of proper coordination among authorities responsible 

for waste management were identified in the Report. As such, an 

integrated approach and technical capacity building were recommended 

to improve the current status of waste management in the country. 

On the positive side, the Report stated that Guyanaõs Forests and 

Ecosystems are largely intact and functional, with very low rates of 

destruction, degradation and conversion. However, the threats of 

overharvesting, habitat loss, pollution, climate change and invasive 

species to our forest and biodiversity are real and cannot be 

underestimated. Another positive note was that Guyana as a Party to a 

number of Multilateral Environmental Agreements has implemented 

national policies and strategies to conserve and protect its rich 

biodiversity and forest cover.  It was also mentioned that while strides 

were made in environmental communication, education and awareness,  

efforts in this regard should be heightened and extended in scale and 

scope.  The event was well complemented by cultural items and a 

cocktail reception. 

(Continued from page 1)  

EPA hosts inaugural Green Business Forum for World Environment Day   
Business is generally perceived as incompatible with environment protection. No doubt 

this view has changed for participants of the inaugural Green Business Forum hosted 

by the EPA at the Marriott Hotel Georgetown on June 09.  The well-organized event 

created a space for well-known local businesses to showcase how they are creating and 

strengthening the link with environment protection.                                                                          

 At the Forum participants were enlightened on how businesses are employing eco-

friendly practices and technology to increase the bottom line while  avoiding and 

reducing impact on the natural environment. The audience heard about  practices and 

technology being used right here in Guyana to reduce and recycle waste, conserve energy, 

reclaim land, conserve forests  and biodiversity. Additionally, information on access to Green Loans was also shared at the Forum. 

Conceptualized to fit with the  World Environment Day 2017 theme òConnecting People to Natureó the Forum  provided a unique platform for 

knowledge exchange and collaborations on best practices, policies, incentives, institutional arrangements, and financing methods to support the 

development of green businesses in Guyana.   

Financially supported by the UNDP, the Forum was recognized by both Ms Schwiers, Director of Environment and Mr Parsram, Executive 

Director (A.g.) of the EPA as relevant to our national green state agenda.  This connection was further highlighted by Ms Adriana Zacharias-Farah 

the Regional Coordinator, Resource Efficiency - UN Environment Latin America and Caribbean Office, in her presentation on Guyanaõs Green 

Development Strategy Framework.  

Among the companies making presentations at the Forum were the Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association, Caribbean Containers Inc., 

Iwokrama, Farfan and Mendes, Starr Computers, Essential Services Inc., (Clear Waters), Variety Woods, Guyana Goldfields, and Troy Resources.  

The audience comprised private sector and government representatives, as well as youth groups from academic, advocacy, political, and 

environmental causes. From the favourable reviews received, it is envisaged that the GBF will continue as an annual event.                                

A section of the audience at the GBF 
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EPA hosts thrilling Earth Day Environmental Jeopardy Competition 

Earth Day celebrations this year, were centered on the theme Environmental and Climate 

Literacy.  The theme emphasized the need to build a society aware of issues affecting the 

environment, bold to proclaim the realities of climate change, and willing to do something 

about it.  As such, education remains an indispensable tool in the fight against Climate change.   

The EPA took a unique approach to building environmental and climate literacy with an Earth 

Day Jeopardy Competition for secondary schools in Regions 3, 4, and 10.  Students came 

well prepared and were equally entertained as they played the game, modelled after the TV 

version of Jeopardy hosted by the famous Alex Trebek.  Each round featured questions with 

general environmental and climate change themes.  Stewartville Secondary, Brickdam 

Secondary and Linden Foundation Secondary from Regions 3, 4 and 10 respectively, copped 

places in the final round, with Brickdam Secondary emerging as the overall winner.  The 

winners of the competition, which was held throughout April, will unwind and marvel at nature 

as they enjoy their prize of a nature and heritage tour of the Essequibo and Mazaruni Rivers in 

July. 

On another note, as the rest of the nation celebrated Earth Day, EPA staff turned out in their 

numbers joining the Department of Environment, Ministry of Presidency for a grand Tree 

Planting exercise on April 21, 2017, at Independence Park, where approximately 36 trees 

were planted.  This event included a key message from H.E President David Granger.  Then 

on April 22, some EPA staff joined the March for Science, a walk in support of the invaluable 

role of science in policy and society which was coordinated by the Iwokrama Centre for 

Rainforest Conservation as part of a wider global event. 

International Day for Biological Diversity - Biodiversity Youth Forum 

Can we conserve biodiversity while strengthening our tourism industry?  This question was answered as the EPA ushered in celebrations for 

IDBD with a stimulating Biodiversity Youth Forum at the Amerindian Village, Sophia Exhibition Centre.  Focused on the theme òYouths for 

Biodiversity and Tourism: Showing the Importance through the Performing Arts,ó the event featured a concert and elocution competition.  Performers and 

contestants comprised some forty (40) confident and talented students from sixteen (16) Environmental Clubs within secondary schools in 

Regions 3, 4, and 5. 

Ms. Sharifah Razack, Director, ECEAP, of EPA, delivered a Biodiversity Day 

Message to the audience of over one hundred and thirty (130) persons in which she 

highlighted the invaluable role of biodiversity in the tourism sector in line with the 

theme ôBiodiversity for Sustainable Tourismõ. She urged students to not only learn 

more but do more to protect and conserve our rich biodiversity. 

As the show began, performers illustrated the theme through song, well-

choreographed dances, poetry, drumming, and drama. The stage was brought to life 

with a kaleidoscope of colourful and creative costumes and props that enhanced the 

performances and transported the audience to the world of biodiversity and 

ecosystems as they were educated and entertained. 

At the end of the forum, performers were rewarded for their hard-work with trophies, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Winners of the Earth Day Jeopardy Competition 

A section of the marchers at the March for Science 

Environmental Observances  

An interpretive dance by Friendship Secondary 


